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The Aso, Kumamoto district of Kyushu at the west end of Japan, is an area mainly on the huge caldera for 25 kilos from north to
south and 18 kilos from east to west that was created by the eruption happened 90,000 years ago. It is rare in the world that human live

in a caldera, but 50,000 people live there.

An earthquake measuring M7.3 struck Kumamoto inland in April, 2016, the heavy damage including the large-scale landslide left in
Aso district. There were connections accidentally, and I went there for the coverage of the earthquake damage weeks later. It was the
earth of Aso and a living of people not earthquake damage that affected me while I went around the Aso district. Hearing from the

acquaintance, I went first to the source of a river of the spring which had died by the earthquake.

It was the groundwater which sprang out from each place in the Aso district to have saved the people after the giant earthquake. Only
the water helped inhabitants though water service was cut apart. And I received a big shock that people there lived using this spring for

rice field and drinking since a long time ago.

And then I knew that it was a grassland to have maintained a spring water. Aso has the biggest grassland for stock raising. Rain which
falls twice as large as national quantity average soaks underground from the grassland, becomes the spring and benefits the life of
inhabitants. The water which soaked from the rice field sinks underground, becomes drinking water for people of Kumamoto city or I
evaporate, or evaporates coming back as a rain. The dung of cows brought up at a grassland or grass itself are utilized in the manure of
the fields. A grassland and agriculture, life were united working. The description of the grassland is left in the Heian era, the grassland

as the grazing land spreads out in this district for more than at least 1,000 years.

However, the grassland of Aso is not a natural one but a 'secondary grassland' that change to forest before long if we leave it without
maintenance. It would became a thicket immediately if we do not pasture, or reap grass for feed, or burn off a field. By slump of the
recent stock-raising industry, lack of successor, the grassland of Aso has been reduced to half in comparison with the Meiji and Taisho
era. It is also said that the reason of the death of some water spring is the decrease in grassland. To maintain or revive a grassland,

efforts, for example volunteer supports the burning off a field, are continued now.

I have covered for a long time TEPCO Fukushima No.l nuclear power plant accident happened in 2011. I think the cause of the
nuclear plant accident is that we ignore the benefit in the commonplace now and pursue our further greed. Fukushima also has a sea,
rivers and mountains like Kumamoto and agriculture and fisheries are the main industries. Land and water is polluted widely. I know

that it is irreparable enough even if what's called "decontamination" is made as for it. When the Kumamoto earthquake occurred, the

Sendai nuclear power plant which is near Kumamoto attracted attention. I immediately imagined that a similar thing might happen
to Sendai nuclear plant by Kumamoto earthquake. Radioactive material has been scattered by the first Fukushima nuclear plant
accident for the distance of approximately 130 kilos from Sendai plant to Aso district. If same accident would happen in Aso, I was

convinced that the earth which give us all lives was certainly over.

Although the word 'nature is important' is too commonplace, I feel I must think of it properly over again. We must think human
being oneself receives the retaliation. Increase of the disaster by the development, climate change by the energy use, all of them fall
on human being oneself as a result that a human being added a hand. It is evident in a past example that man-made poison or the
radioactive material not existing in the natural world have removed man from the earth. I think that we must think about how we

sustain existent benefits for ourselves. It is exactly this Aso that practice it.

I have reported on much natural disaster, but my view point was only a thing that nature threatened human beings. However,
through East Japan great earthquake including the first Fukushima nuclear plant accident and this Kumamoto earthquake, my
viewpoint has greatly changed. The disaster like earthquake and flood that nature brings, destroys human life. However, before
that, it is nothing but nature sometimes brings the disaster that make human beings live. Blessing is brought by movement of nature
repeating destruction and reproduction from ancient times. I am forced to realize it again strongly in the land of Aso. For at least 1,000

years, people here have lived together with nature that sometimes destroy something.
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Akihisa Goto and his family
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Residents of Nakamatsu 3 ward, Aso Green Stock, Keiichi Ichihara, Ruriko Okada, Shuji Kusamura, Fumio Arai, Ryuko Imamura, Akira
Ebinuma, Koichi Otsuka, Keizo Nagano, Naomi Yamato, Eito Yasukata, Kenichi Sakamoto, Residents of Shitagiri ward

Nagano Pasture Union, Ikenokubo Pasture Union, Kurokawa Pasture Union, Kario Pasture Union, Ogurabaru Pasture Union, Kora Pasture

Union, Nishiyunoura Pasture Union, Machikoga Pasture Union, Kuraji Pasture Union, Sadogasako Pasture Union, Atogase Pasture Union

Dedicated to
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Natsuko Goto who had growed cows , made rice, watched over the Shioisha Water Source and passed away at the age of 94 during my coverage

period.
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